[Seroprevalence of Anaplasma phagocytophilum infection in dogs in Germany].
To determine the prevalence of Anaplasma phagocytophilum in dogs in Germany serum samples from 1124 dogs that were under suspicion of having anaplasmosis were examined. The samples were tested by an indirect immunofluorescence test (OFT) for antibodies to A. phagocytophilum. The geographical origin of positive cases were analysed with an geographic information system. Antibodies to A. phagocytophilum were found in 563 (50.1%) of the tested dogs. 166 dogs came from Saarland, 161 from North Rhine-Westphalia, 134 from Baden-Wuerttemberg, 33 from Bavaria, 22 from Rhineland-Palatinate, 11 from Hamburg, 10 from Brandenburg, 9 from Lower Saxony, 8 from Hesse and Berlin respectively and 1 from Schleswig-Holstein. Clinical signs and laboratory findings of 26 seropositive dogs were analysed. Those dogs showed a low haematocrit, thrombocytopenia and leucocytoses as well as higher values for alkaline phosphatase, ALAT und bilirubin. The clinical signs were lameness in 13 dogs, lethargy in 5, and uveitis in 3 dogs. Rhinitis and lymphadenopathy was found in 2 dogs and retinal detachment with blindness in 1 dog.